80                        THE GOLDEN LOTUS

Golden Lotus had secretly trained her cat with intent to
kill the baby. If the child died, she hoped to win back Hsi-m6n
Ch'ing. It was the same story as that very old one in which
T'u An-ku trained a dog to kill Chao Tun, the minister.

When the Moon Lady and the others saw the child in such
a state they poured ginger broth down his throat and sent
Lai An for old woman Liu. The old woman came and felt the^
baby's pulse. She "tapped her foot upon the floor and said:
"This is serious. I fear the child will die/' She hastily made a
decoction of peppermint and golden lotus, then she produced
a ball of gold foil, pounded her decoction in a cup, and filled
the gold foil with it. The Moon Lady took a golden pin to
open the baby's mouth. It was tightly closed but they got the
medicine doWn his throat. "If that cures him, well and good,"
said the old woman. "If it doesn't, I fear we shall have to
cauterise."

"We can't decide that," the Moon Lady said. "We shall
have to wait until his father comes home or he will be angry."

"Mother," the Lady of the Vase cried, "we must save the
child's life. If we wait it may be too late. If Father scolds us I
will take all the blame."r

"Well," the Moon Lady said, "it is your boy. I will leave
it to you, for I dare not take the responsibility."

Old woman Liu cauterised the baby in five places, between
his brows, on, his neck, on both wrists and on his breast. Then
he seemed to go to sleep. In the evening, when Hsi-mfin
Ch'ing arrived, he had not awakened. When the old woman
knew that Hsi-mSn Ch'ing had come, she took five ch'iens of
silver from the Moon Lady and slipped away by a back door.
Hsi-mSn came to the Moon Lady's room and she told him
all about the child. He hurried to the Lady of the Vase's room.
Her eyes were very red. "What has made the boy ill?" Hsi-
mSn asked her. She only wept and made no answer. Then he
asked the maid and the nurse, but they dared not tell him. He
noticed that the child's hands were scratched and that he was
burned in several places. He rushed back to question the Moon
Lady. She could keep silence no longer and told him about the
cat. "Old woman Liu declared that the boy had been terrified,"
she said, "and that the only thing to do was to use the needle
and cauterise him. She was afraid it would be too late if we